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The present first volume comprises documents for the years 1821- 
1823, that is for the period of the first and second regency, under the 
presidency of Augustin de Iturbide. In this period falls the mission of 
Santa Maria, minister of Colombia, of Poinsett, minister of the United 
States, and of Zozoya, Mexican minister in Washington, together with a 
wealth of material relating to other missions. The documents are of 
great importance for the student of the beginnings of American diplo- 
macy, and the reader of this volume will look forward with the greatest 
interest to those that are to follow. By publishing this important work 
the Mexican Government is doing a service, not only to its own people, 
but to students of American diplomacy throughout the world. 

P. S. E. 



The Hague Peace Conferences of 1899 and 1907. A lecture delivered at 
The Hague on August 10, 1910, by J. Ph. Suijling. The Hague : 
Martinus Nijhoff. 1910. 30 pp. 

The author of this brief survey of the results obtained, the principles 
applied and the influence felt at the Hague Peace Conferences, is a pro- 
fessor of international law at the University of Leyden. Informal as 
was the occasion, for the address under consideration was delivered to 
" a group of English friends of peace paying a visit to Holland," Pro- 
fessor Suijling has seized the really important results of the two con- 
ferences and explained them in a simple, untechnical and convincing 
maner. 

Critics of the two conferences have often doubted whether the results 
justified the calling of the conferences, and the lecturer asks himself the 
question "Are those critics right?" He passes rapidly in review the 
limitation of armaments and states that in this manner the result " is 
highly unsatisfactory, the more so as, until the present day, it seems to 
be a final one." But against the failure to limit armaments he off-sets 
the success in and agreement upon international arbitration, the rules of 
land warfare and the extension of the principles of the Geneva Conven- 
tion to naval warfare. He reaches the conclusion that the critics of the 
peace conferences are, therefore wrong; but he very properly asks "Are 
its eulogists right ? " and with equal propriety answers the question in 
the affirmative. He was led to this conclusion by an examination of the 
convention for the peaceful settlement of international disputes and the 
codification of the laws and customs of war. 
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The lecturer next asks the question, What were the causes of the 
unexpected success of the Hague Conferences? In his opinion 

They were several. Firstly, the public mind had since long been impressed by 
the appeals to gentler feelings made by noble spirits who felt anxious at the 
prospect of the disastrous consequences of a possible war. Then, the leaders of 
international politics were not unwilling to sustain this movement to peace. 
The recent development of the technical means of warfare makes war, even for 
the strongest, a hazardous undertaking, and modern life is so complicated, that 
the forced interruption of the peaceful occupations of nations constitutes, for 
the economic progress, a terrible catastrophe. Nobody knows better than these 
men, in whose hands the political destinies of nations rest, in how dreadful a 
trial an armed conflict can lead a people. The Hague Conferences gave them 
the opportunity of lightening their political responsibility. It was, therefore, 
but natural that they seized it. 

This little pamphlet can be read in less than half an hour, but it is 
impossible to read it without obtaining a knowledge of the importance 
of the Hague conferences and their role in the development of inter- 
national law. 

J. B. S. 



